


clearly be most illuminating.
This perhaps highlights just how little we do
know about this fascinating and much under-studied

environment. It is pertinent to conclude this
paper on a rather more definite point. Much
physical damage has already been done to
underwater cave systems - Grand Bahama's
spectacular Lucayan Caverns are but one for
example. The anchialine cave ecosystem 1is a

fragile environment, reliant in part on organic
input from the land surface above to sustain a
nutrient level sufficient to maintain life. Any
land management programmes in the future where
areas of known subterranean beauty and rarity
occur should therefore bear in mind that
deforestation (removal of nutrients), water
pollution (addition of fertilizers, pesticides,
bleaching, dumping of refuse, etc) could easily
destroy a rare, fragile and important habitat from
which man has much to learn.
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APPENDIX

Manning and Hart (1984) described the Hippolytid shrimp,

Barbouria, as possessing two species, one from anchialine

waters, Barbouria cubensis (Von Martens). and the other

Barbouria antigquensis (Chase) from marine sub-tidal habitats

(now assigned to a new genus, Janicea). The shrimp from
Sagittarius Cave has been identified as B. antigquensis
(Chase) . However, according to Manning and Hart its
distribution is Western Atlantic, Antigua and Bermuda,
whereas B. cubensis (Von Martens) is known from Cuba, Turks
and Caicos, Bahamas, Cayman Brac and Bermuda. At the time of

the author is unsure whether confusion in
identification has arisen, or whether Janicea antiguensis
(Chase) is also to be found in anchialine waters in the
Bahamas, and its range thus extended.
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