














• Before the end of Wilrm II redeposition of sediments 
(conditionally) originating from Planinska jama reached across 
Planinsko Polje, i.e. into Vranjajama. 

And more generally: 
• The development in Planinska jama during the last 100ka was 

very "vigorous", but it did not essentially affect the layout of 
pre-existing bedrock channels. 

• Catastrophic events in cave history are more common than 
generally expected, and ongoing effects can be very far 
reaching. 

• The present floods in Cerkni~ko Polje and, indirectly, in 
Planinsko Polje are consequences of a catastrophic event during 
Wilrm II. So, they reflect an unstable transient situation, and 
they are not a feature inherent in poljes, at least not in these 
poljes. 
The main issues have become clear, though available data do not 

cover all of the details, and some of them may require revision. 
Events in Cerkni~ko Polje directly influenced the development of 
Planinska jama An apparently independent inundation of Cerkni!lko 
Polje by the Cerkni!ltica and an until-now rather enigmatic flow 
reversal in the Eastern Branch ofPlaninskajama are closely related. 
Clearly the active stream routes that comprise the currently known 
parts of Planinska jama are only a fraction of the system as a whole. 
The system would appear completely different, and far more 
complex, if all of the component passages, many of which must be 
blocked or completely filled by sediment at present, were known. 
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End Notes 
I wOnn is the approximate equivalent of the British Devensian Stage. 
2 Due to the subtle undertones inherent in the words originally used 

by Gospodari/l, "literal" translation from Slovene into English is not 
appropriate. To give readers a more accurate impression of the 
original idea, the present authors have added the expressions shown 
in (brackets). 

3 This follows from Gospodari/l's (o.c., Table 3, 112 [134]) estimation 
that sedimentation of older laminated loam is Rissian, and 
sedimentation of coloured chert gravel pre-Rissian. 

4 Unfortunately, the presently known gravel occurrences are not large 
enough to confirm the expected existence of the dipping bed forms 
that are characteristic of deltaic sedimentation. 

5 To give a more accurate impression of the original ideas the present 
authors have again added the expressions in (brackets). 

6 Being somewhat enigmatic, the "fourth catastrophe" (12), i.e. the 
occurrence offlood loam in wOnn III (Fig.3, 12), is ignored in the 
ensuing discussion. 

7 The pre-reversal river - which did not flow through the present town 
of Cerknica that gave the present river its name - has been termed 
the BegunjS/lica since the time of the pioneer investigations (Melik, 
1928; Rus, 1925). 

8 This paper is not intended to discuss the wider consequences of the 
development history that is presented In any case, the floods in 
Planinsko Polje augmented (if they appeared at all, before) and 
reactivated the caves in its extreme northern comer (Uti, 1989; F 
S~tmi/l, 2002). 
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