










tourism, being the core of a single large show cave complex. The 
Emine-Bair-Khosar cave contains an enormous site of Plio
Pleistocene fauna of great paleontological significance. The field 
station will conduct systematic detailed and regime investigations in 
the mountain karst environment, aimed to reconstruction of past 
environmental conditions from cave records and to study the modern 
cave environment and physical processes operating in it through an 
instrumented monitoring system. The infrastructure of the show cave 
complex and the UISK fie ld station in Chatyrdag karst plateau 
provides excellent conditions for conducting regular international 
thematic field seminars and schools, planned to launch from 2007 
onward. 

The UISK would welcome proposals for collaborative projects, 
especially those which would serve to develop instrumentation, 
monitoring system and detailed cave studies in the Chatyrdag field 
station. 

Inauguration of the UrSK and its speleological science field 
station will be held in April 11-12 in Simferopol and on the 
Chatyrdag, together with first scientific session of the Institute. 

Dr Alexander Klimchouk 
Director, Ukrainian Institute of Speleology and Karstology 
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ADDENDUM 

In an attempt to bring the stratigraphical nomenclature in Dr Trevor 
Ford's paper in Cave and Karst Science VoJ.32, No.1 right up to 
date, an extra (unpublished but imminent) reference citation was 
inserted in the text. Unfortunately, due to oversight, the related 
details were not added to the reference list. We apologize to readers 
and to the paper's author for this editorial omission, and reproduce 
the full reference below: 

Waters, C N, Browne, MAE, Dean, M T and Powell , J H. In Press. BGS 
Lithostratigraphical framework for Carboniferous successions of Great 
Britain (Onshore). Brilish Geological Survey Research Reporl, RRlOS/06. 
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EDITORIAL ENDNOTE 

The editors thank Dr Tony Waltham for his invaluable contribution 
as Guest Editor of the scientific part of this largely thematic issue of 
Cave and Karst Science, and for his role in the organization of the 
Tiankeng Investigation Project, which led to the development of the 
published papers. As the material submitted for the "thematic" issue 
took the publication well beyond its customary length we decided to 
extend the content, by including some of our existing stockpile of 
"Forum" material, and produce a double issue. 

This double issue completes Volume 32. so we extend our 
customary thanks to all contributors and to all those who have given 
their time and expertise to help review the Journal's potential 
content. In this respect we acknowledge the valued input of 
Armstrong Osborne, Jamie Pringle, Chris Smart, Andrej Tyc and 
Tony Waltham, some of whom have cast their eyes over more than 
one submission. 

Once again our thanks are also extended to Becky Talbot who. 
despite having to deal with serious health problems, has continued to 

labour on the Desk Top Publication aspects of our production 
against a background of constantly moving goalposts. Last but not 
least we add our continuing gratitude to Steve Summers, Sales 
Director of the Sherwood Press, and to his colleagues, for their 
continued patience and the efficient and high quality service that 
they provide. 

We are pleased that in the Forum space available in this issue we 
have been able to include substantial sections covering publications 
elsewhere in the world of cave and karst science. Hopefully, such 
international liaison will form a continuing aspect of Forum 
whenever material is available and when space allows. The existing 
functions of Forum - publication of scientific notes, correspondence. 
book reviews and research abstracts, etc, will of course continue. as 
evidenced by the three items reproduced immediately above, as well 
as the occasional inclusion of addenda, corrigenda and errata. 
Dave Lowe and John Gunn 



RESEARCH FUNDS AND GRANTS 
The BCRA Research Fund 
The British Cave Research Association has established the BCRA Research Fund to promote research into all aspects of speleology in Britain and 
abroad. A total of £2000 per year is currently avai labl e. The aims of the scheme are primarily: 
a) To assist in the purchase of consumable items such as water-tracing dyes, sam ple holders or chemical reagents without which it wou ld be 
impossible to carry out or complete a research project; 
b) To provide funds for travel in association with fieldwork or to visit laboratories that could provide essential facilit ies; 
c) To provide financial support for the preparation of scientific reports. This could cover, for example, the costs of photographic processing, 
cartographic materials or computing time; 
d) To stimulate new research that the BCRA Research Committee considers could contribute significantly to emerging areas of speleology. 
The award scheme will not support the salaries of the research worker(s) or assistants, attendance at conferences in Britain or abroad, nor the 
purchase of personal caving clothing, equipment or vehicles. The applicant must be the principal investigator, and must be a member of the BCRA 
in order to qualify. Grants may be made to individuals or groups (including BCRA Special Interest Groups), who need not be employed in 
universities or research establishments . Information about the Fund and application forms for Research Awards are available from the Research 
Fund Administrator (address at foot of page or e-mail research-fund@bcra.org.uk). 

Ghar Parau Foundation Expedition Awards 
An award, or awards, with a minimum of around £ I 000 available annually, to overseas caving expeditions originating from within the United 
Kingdom. Grants are normally given to those expeditions with an emphasis on a scientific approach andlor pure exploration in remote or little 
known areas. Application forms are available from the GPF Secretary, David Judson, Hurst Bam, Castlemorton, Malvern, Worcestershire, WRI3 
6LS, e-mai l: d.judson@bcra.org.uk. Closing dates for applications are: 31 August and 31 January. 

The E K Tratman Award 
An annual award is made for the most stimu lating contribution towards speleological literature published within the Un ited Kingdom during the 
past 12 months . Suggestions are always welcome to members of the GPF Awards Committee, or its Secretary, David Judson (see above for contact 
details), not later than 31 January each year. 

BRITISH CAVE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS 
Cave and Karst Science - published three times annually, a scientific journal comprising original research papers, reports, reviews and discussion 
fo rum, on all aspects of speleological investigation, geology and geomorphology related to karst and caves, archaeo logy, biospeleology, 
exp loration and expedition reports . 
Editors : Dr D J Lowe, c/o British Geological Survey, Keyworth , Nottingham, NG 12 5GG, UK, (e-mail d.lowe@bcra.org.uk) and Professor J Gunn, 
Limestone Research Group, University of Huddersfield, Queensgate, Huddersfield, HOI 3DH, UK (e-mai l j.gunn@bcra.org.uk). 

Speleology - published three times annually and replacing BCRA's bulletin 'Caves & Caving'. A magazine promoting the scientific study of caves, 
caving technology, and the activity of cave exploration. The magazine also acts as a forum for BCRA 's special interest groups and includes book 
reviews and reports of caving events. 
Ed itor: David Gibson, 12 Well house Drive, Leeds, LS8 4BX, (e-mail: speleology@bcra.org.uk). 

Cave Studies Series - occasional series of booklets on various speleological or karst subjects. 
No. I Caves and Karst of the Yorkshire Dales; by Tony Waltham and Martin Davies, 1987. Reprinted 1991. 
No.3 Caves and Karst of the Peak District; by Trevor Ford and John Gunn , 1990. Reprinted with corrections 1992. 
No.4 An lntroduclion to Cave Photography; by Sheena Stoddard, 1994. 
No.5 An Introduction to British Limestone Karst Environments; edited by John Gunn, 1994. 
NO.7 Caves and KarSI of the Brecon Beacons National Park; by Mike Simms, 1998. 
NO.8 Walks around the Caves and Karst of the Mendip Hills ; by Andy Farrant, 1999. 
No.9 Sedimenls in Caves; by Trevor Ford, 200 I 
No. 10 Dictionary of Karst and Caves; by D J Lowe and A C Waltham, 2002. 
No. II Cave Surveying; by A J Day, 2002. 
No.12 Underground Britain-Legal + Insurance Issues; (2nd extended/revised edition) by David Judson, 2005. 
No 13 Exploring the Limestone Landscapes of Upper WhGlfedale; by Phillip Murphy, 2003 . 
No.14 Swildon 's Two and Three; by Dave Irwin, 2004. 
No. IS Exploring the Limestone Landscapes of The Three Peaks + Malham; by P Murphy, 2005 . 

Numbers 2 and 6 are out of print, but have been updated by numbers II and 10 respectively. 

Speleohistory Series - an occasional series. 
No .1 The Ease Gill System - Forty Years of Exploration; by Jim Eyre, 1989. 

BCRA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
Special Interest Groups are organised groups within the BCRA that issue their own publications and hold symposia, field meetings, etc. 
Cave Radio and Electronics Group promotes the theoretical and practical study of cave radio and the uses of e lectronics in cave-related projects. 
The Group publishes a quarterly technical journal (c.32pp A4) and organises twice-yearly field meetings. Occasional publications include the 
Bibliography of Underground Communications (2nd edit ion, 36pp A4). 
Explosives Users' Group provides information to cavers using explosives for cave exploration and rescue, and liaises with relevant authorities. The 
Group produces a regular newsletter and organizes field meetings. Occasional publications include a Bibliography and Guide to Regulations, etc. 
Hydrology Group organizes meetings around the country for the demonstration and discussion of water-tracing techniques, and organizes 
programmes of tracer insert ion, sampl ing, monitoring and so on . The Group publishes an occasional newsletter. 
Speleohistory Group publishes an occasiona l newsletter on matters related to historical records of caves ; documentary, photographic, biographical 
and so on. 
Cave Surveying Group is a forum for discussion of matters relating to cave surveying, including methods of data recording, data processing, survey 
standards, instruments, archiving policy, etc . The Group publishes a quarterly newsletter, Compass Points (c .1 6pp A4), and organizes seminars and 
field meetings. 

Copies ofBCRA Publications are obtainable from: Ernie Shie ld, Publication Sales, Village Farm, Great Thirkleby, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, Y07 
2AT, UK. 

BCRA Research Fund application forms and information about BeRA Special Interest Groups can be obtained from the BCRA Honorary 
Secretary:·John Wilcock, 22 Kingsley Close, Stafford, ST17 9BT, UK. 




